PLANNING AHEAD FOR YOUR TRAVELS
Packing for your vacation is one of the stressful parts of traveling. To make this tedious process easy, and ensure peace of mind while you are away, and traveling, I have some checklists to aid you as you prepare and then depart for your trip.  
These are good for any travel, whether on a cruise or vacation, going to a convention, or just going on a road trip.  Reviewing and checking-off items on these lists will get you into a “think-ahead” mode and can also help you in case of any emergencies.
Your requirements for travel will vary depending on what kind of activities you are planning, as well as your own personal needs and lifestyle. Additionally, going over these lists can save you money, as you can pack and take items with you, and not have to buy them later at your destination, and most often at ‘tourist prices!”
There are four lists to aid you:

· List “A” - Starting 30 to 60 days prior to your travels.   

· List “B” - Men’s Packing List (Checked Baggage)
· List “C” - Ladies Packing List (Checked Baggage)
· List “D” - Carry-On Baggage 
· List “E” - Before you Leave Home (Final Checklist)

In addition to these packing and travel lists, I also have a few handy hints you may want to consider:

· Start Early.   Going on vacation is sometimes like moving.  So, I suggest you begin your vacation packing a month or two ahead of time.   You could start packing or collecting items in your suitcase now, or you might start by getting everything together in one staging area.  This could be a corner or shelf in your closet, or a drawer or two in your dresser.  
· Try to be realistic in what you are going to take with you.  Experienced travelers have learned to travel light.  Do you really need that extra pair of denim or khaki slacks, or can you get by with one pair?  Can you wear a pair two or three times during your trip?  How many pair of undies do you really need?   Can you wash or launder some things while traveling?
· Speaking of washing, consider buying travel clothing or under garments. Ex-Officio, Under-Armor, and other moisture wicking clothing washes easily and usually dries overnight.  This allows you to travel with fewer items, as you will wash and wear as you travel.

· Purchase packing cubes, pouches and folders to put your clothing in.

· Socks and underwear, etc., in one cube.

· Hair dryer, curling iron, brushes and combs in another.   

· Liquids and bottles in another.  When transferring soap, shampoo, etc., into smaller bottles, only fill ¾ full and squeeze the excess air out to prevent leakage.  The bottles can expand during flight, but normally will not leak. 

· Jewelry, watches, etc. in another.
· To prevent shoes from scuffing and soiling other clothing, put each pair inside a sock or shoe bag.  Or put a pair inside a grocery shopping bag, or shoe cube.
· Folders allow you to fold your shirts, slacks and shorts in a manner that allows them to have fewer wrinkles when they are un-packed. The Eagle Creek folders even have instructions on how to fold. 

· To make packing easier, iron everything, button all buttons, zip all zippers and fasten hooks before you start to pack.
· By sorting your clothing and items into these cubes and folders, everything stays need and folded.  Even if TSA opens your bag and goes through everything, your items stay neat and clean.
· As a pre-caution to losing a bag or suitcase, some seasoned travelers suggest that you consider mixing some of your clothing with your wife’s.  Should one of your suitcases be lost, one of you will not be totally without.  
· Make sure to have baggage tags on all travel bags and as a precaution, tape business cards inside all luggage, bags, purses, and camera bags
· Most cruise lines will allow each passenger to bring aboard one bottle of wine, if it is packed in their checked luggage.  Hard liquor is not allowed.  Those not allowed include, but are not limited to: any type of beer, whiskey, Gin, Vodka, and even crème liquors like Bailey’s.  And anything confiscated is not returned. They tell us they destroy it.

· Most cruise lines will allow you to bring aboard on case of bottled water.  Just affix a baggage tag to the case of water and check it with your luggage.   They will deliver it to your room   

If you like searching the internet, you can find out lots of information on the cruise web site and many other special web sites just for folks who like to cruise.  Plus, there are web sites on our destinations, sometimes with information that you won’t find on the cruise line web site.  

LIST “A”        (30 top 60 Days out)
	Pre-Travel Needs & Reservations
· Consult with your personal physician or local health center for help in planning your medication needs.
· Check your passport to ensure that it is not-expired.  (Easier and less expensive to order a month or two early than paying extra for late filing or renewals.)
· Double Check all reservations, schedules, etc. This should be ‘Door-to-Door.’  In other words, from the time you leave your home, until your return.  
· Schedule shuttles to airport or training stations

· Airline or Train Tickets.

· Taxi or shuttle to hotel or cruise ship.

· Excursion, Attraction, or Theme Park tickets.
Luggage/Travel Gear (What you may need for a trip)
· 1 or 2 Suitcases (L+W+D= 62 inches) (50 pounds)

· Travel Scale

· Roll-on Bag (Goes in Overhead)

· Carry-On Bag/Backpack/Large Purse (Underseat)
· Packing Accessories: Foldercubes) (for clothes, small stuff and toiletries)

· Money Belt/Security Pouch (Wallet, ID, money, etc)
· Luggage Tags or IDs on all bags (do not put address.  Just name, phone number and maybe hometown or city.)

· Tape business cards inside all luggage, bags, purses, and camera bags
In your Carry-on/Excursion/Overhead bags
· Sun Glasses 
· Reading Glasses / Contact Lenses and Cleaner

· Sunscreen, Sun Block and Lip sunblock
· Hand Sanitizer/ Towelettes / Germicidal 
· Hand lotion / foot lotion
· Document Wallet (Tickets, Passports, Reservations, important papers, etc.)
· Motion Sickness/Diarrhea/Laxatives/Medications

· Travel Neck Pillow

· Eye Shade/ Ear Plugs 
· Business Cards with email address to give out to new friends
· Small Flash Light
· Cell Phone Charger/Batteries
· Contact Numbers for Lost Credit Cards
· Prescription Medications

· Reading material - books to read while on the plane or lounging by the pool
· Guidebooks, maps and other port of call information
· Pen/Pencil
	Everyday Basics
· Travel Clothing (see lists “B” & “C”)
· Your Santa Hat/s (Both Santa and Mrs. Claus)
· Large envelope or folder to keep all the pages, flyers etc, that you want to keep as souvenirs. 
· Empty collapsible bag for souvenirs.
· Quart and Gallon Zip-lock bags (Good for separating items, storing liquids, etc.)
· Small garbage bag for dirty laundry/shoes, etc.

· Laundry Soap (pods) / Travel size Wool-lite 
· Dryer Sheets (also good to keep suitcase smelling good)
· Copy “Behind the Red Suit” course book for School4Santas.

· Corkscrew (be sure to put in checked luggage)
· Swiss Army knife or something similar with knife, cork screw, scissors, screwdriver head, etc. (be sure to put in checked luggage, not with your carry on)

· Raincoat/Umbrella/Poncho 

· Binoculars (1 pair per person is a must!)
· Cell phone/Tablet/Camera chargers
· Electric Outlet Tap (Need to plug in more items?)
· Travel Alarm small - battery operated 
· Extra Batteries/Flashlight/camera/hearing aids, etc.

· Travel Iron or Steamer

· Sink Stopper for Hotel Sinks

· Language Books

· Address Book / Stamps / 

· Pre-addressed labels for sending postcards or gifts to friends/relatives back home
· Email addresses of friends/relatives back home 
· Games/ Playing Cards

· Extra plastic cable-lock ties for securing luggage for return trip (better than locks, but one-time use only)
· Bottled Water (You can bring a case on a cruise)
· Portable Door Lock

· Tissues/Toilet Paper 
· Band-Aids / Moleskin for Blisters

· Journal or notebook and pen/pencil - for making notes to tell your friends back home about your experiences
· Mosquito / Bug Repellent with Deet
· Collapsible Umbrella/Poncho
· Water Bottle

Snacks
Photography & Electronic Equipment

· Digital Camera or Traditional Camera, Lenses, etc.
· Tripod
Extra memory cards, sticks, video tape, etc
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